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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This response is to the Official Action issued July 14, 2004. The 
Examiner has set forth a three-month period for response. A petition and 
authorization for a one-month extension of time are attached, making this 
response due on or before November 14, 2004. Applicant submits the following 
amendments and remarks. 

The claims appear on page 2 of this paper. 

The remarks appear on page 5 of this paper. 
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Claims 1,2,4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14, 16, 18, 19, 20,22 and 24 stand 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable over Ibrahim 
(U.S. Patent No. 4,396,657) in view of Benedict et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,406,577) 
and Kimura et al (U.S. Patent No. 4,753,838). This rejection has been obviated by 
the above amendments where the allowable subject matter has been incorporated 
into the independent claims. Thus, the claims as now presented are allowable for 
at least the same reasons that claims 2, 3, 8, 9 and 21 have been found to be 



From the foregoing, further and favorable action in the form of a Notice of 



Allowance is believed to be next in order, and such action is earnestly solicited. 

If there are any questions regarding this paper or the application in 
general, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at his or her earliest 
convenience. 



allowable. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Iurie A. Schwartz 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 43,909 



Danbury, Connecticut 06810 
(203) 837-2115 
Date: November 1 2, 2004 
CS-2 1,274-3 
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